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FIRST LARGE POPULATION INCREASE AND URBANIZATION OF 

BRUSSELS

DUE TO INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION (2ND HALF 19TH CENTURY)

NEW INDUSTRIES & INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSING IN UNHYGIENIC 

CONDITIONS



EXPANSION OF THE CITY THROUGH THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF WIDE BOULEVARDS AND 

RESIDENCES FOR THE WEALTHY BOURGEOISIE







Brussels Capital Region

1.200.000 inhabitants

160 km²









Vision Bruxelles 2040 – Bureau Bas Smets



v

Average income per capita I IBSA Unemployment rate I IBSA





2005      1.000.000

2015      1.150.000   (+1,5% = 15.000/y)

2025      1.250.000     (+1%  = 10.000/y)



33%      no Belgian nationality

66%      born abroad or parent born abroad

33%      Belgian -Belgian origin





+ 10.000/y



NEIGHBOURHOOD CONTRACTS: DEVELOPING THE PROXIMITY CITY:
- HEALTHY SOCIAL HOUSING

- REDEVELOPMENT OF STREETS AND SQUARES IN FAVOUR OF ACTIVE MODES
- CONSTRUCTION OF LOCAL FACILITIES (SPORTS, NURSERY, MEDICAL CENTRE)
- ENABLING LOCAL RESIDENTS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN



ATTENTION FOR THE YOUNG CHILD: CONSTRUCTION OF 
NURSERIES, SCHOOLS, OUTDOOR PLAY AREA





CANAL PLAN: MIXED PROJECTS: 
MIDDLE CLASS HOUSING AROUND A SHARED ROOF GARDEN ON TOP OF BUSINESS 

PREMISES





www.bma.brussels

Kristiaan Borret


