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Child-Help - How it started



Child-Help’s vision and mission

Vision

By 2050 all children with spina bifida and hydrocephalus have a fair start in the world.

‘Fair’ in our vision means: fair with the cultural and economic context of the country. Fair 
means also non-discrimination in the context of Universal Human Rights. Fair means 
non-discrimination based on disability.

Mission

CH’s mission is to enable a generation where children with spina bifida and 
hydrocephalus become thriving adults in an inclusive society working with parties 
worldwide.



Child-Help’s strategic goals

Strategic goals for the next 5 to 10 years

Strategic goal 1: Child-Help supports support groups and their network to change their 
societies themselves in our partner countries and in Belgium. 

Strategic goal 2: Access to treatment, care and other social services is improved in 
partner countries and in Belgium. 



Child-Help in the world



Child-Help and Be-cause health

We believe that our core areas of expertise would greatly contribute to the goals of the “Because Health” 

network, particularly in the following ways:

- Specialized Care for Vulnerable Children

- Community Empowerment

- Innovative Solutions in Low-Resource Settings

- We are interested in participating in the working groups:

- Access to quality medicins 

- Social Health Protection



Thank 
you



Election new member organisation
Deutsche Stiftung Weltbevoelkerung (DSW)

Lisa Goerlitz (Head of DSW's EU Office)





DSW promotes universal access to sexual 
and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) in 
low- and middle-income countries by 
undertaking SRHR advocacy, developing 
initiatives, and engaging in capacity 
development and family planning projects.

About DSW

DSW focuses on the needs and potential of 
the largest youth generation in history. We 
are committed to creating demand for and 
access to health information, services and 
supplies, and to securing their right for a 
brighter future. 

DSW advocates for investment in 
research and innovation to fight 
poverty-related and neglected tropical 
diseases, which disproportionately 
affect women and girls, and to further 
advance the global health agenda.



DSW advocacy at EU level

➢ Objectives: Improved policies and increased funding for sexual and 
reproductive health and rights (SRHR) and global health research and 
innovation (GH R&I)

➢ Approach: DSW works in coalition with partners from academia, 
research institutes, product development partnerships, and other NGOs

➢ Processes: EU external action instruments, EU-Africa relations, annual 
budget, R&I instruments; pandemic preparedness and response policies.

➢ Some of our partners & networks:

➢ Informal Global Health CSO group: ONE Campaign, Oxfam, Global 
Health Advocates, Aidsfonds, Wateraid, Save the Children, etc.

➢ Countdown 2030 Network: IPPFEN and EPF 

➢ Global Health Research Institutes and Universities: EGHRIN, 
Institut Pasteur, Institut Mérieux, Heidelberg University, University 
Bonn, ITM, AIGHD, ISGlobal, etc.

➢ Product Development Partnerships: DNDi, PATH, IAVI, FIND, etc. 

➢ Affiliations: DSW is a member of HERA’s civil society advisory 
forum

Advocacy targets: 

(member state governments)

Engaging politicians and experts in capitals (Berlin, Brussels, etc.) 
is essential for EU advocacy, but equally important is to engage 

the EU because it shapes the actions of its Member States.



Alignment with Be-cause health

Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR)

➢ EU-Africa cooperation: Strengthening Africa-EU cooperation 
and increased investments on health, gender, and youth. 
Promoting EU support to Sub-Saharan Africa is driven by local 
needs and scientific evidence, and implemented transparently, 
with clear accountability and monitoring mechanisms.

➢ Development Cooperation: Increasing EU development funds 
and improving coherence between Team Europe (EU + 
Member State) ODA investments. Ensuring ODA prioritises
poverty eradication and the promotion of human 
development, including health, education, gender equality, and 
social protection.

Global health research and innovation (GH R&I)

➢ EU-Africa cooperation: Protect and promote investments in 
poverty-related and neglected diseases, including support for 
regulatory authorisation and affordable access in Africa. 
Advocate for the EDCTP (European and Developing Countries 
Clinical Trials Partnership with sub-Saharan Africa).

➢ Pandemic Preparedness and Response (PPR): Ensure that the 
EU’s PPR actions and new agency, HERA, considers global 
health equity alongside EU health security, for example, by 
supporting African countries to better prepare for and respond 
to disease outbreaks, and to address the effects of climate 
change on vector-borne diseases.

Gender equality in global health and women’s health R&I: 

➢ Advocating for greater prioritisation of gender equality in development cooperation as a key driver of sustainable development and 
improved health and wellbeing.

➢ Promoting gender-transformative science that addresses women's specific unmet needs and delivers better outcomes for women’s health.



Engagement with BeCause working groups and Membership benefits

➢ We expect to be actively engaged in the Access to Quality Medicines and SRHR working groups.

➢ DSW’s expertise is recognised through effective engagement with public authorities and experts:

➢ We value collaboration and 
believe that systemic change 
can only be driven and 
achieved collectively!



Thank you!
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Organisational overview

Vision

We are a key player in human and animal

health thanks to the excellence of our

scientific research, our high-level services and

the integration of interactions between

humans, animals and their environment in

our activities, advice and recommendations.

We base our actions on global and

interdisciplinary approaches, scientific

excellence, innovation and on the quality of our

collaborations with our partners.

Mission

Sciensano supports human and animal health

policies from a One Health perspective

• by making use of its expertise in research

and surveillance, also in the context of

crisis management,

• by providing high-quality scientific advice,

recommendations and services,

• by collecting, analysing and making

available validated health data,

• by collaborating with external partners and

• by liaising with relevant actors in Belgium

and internationally



Organisational overview

Values

• Collaboration

• Excellence

• Independence

• Goodwill

• Responsibility

Primary objectives

• One Health institute    

interdisciplinarity, collaboration, coordination, communication, capacity building

• The aim of Sciensano's research is that its results can be applied in practice to improve and

support human and animal health and health care. Sciensano therefore focuses in particular

on translational research, so that scientific data and evidence can be optimally used in health

policy making.

• Means :

Surveillance – Research – Risk assessment – Quality control – Policy recommendations



Alignment with Be-cause health
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Alignment with Be-cause health

Sciensano

- endorses the Be-cause health vision and mission, as well as its values and principles, and the 

Heath(care) for all declaration

- cooperates with low- and middle-income countries, and has an interest in offering support to 

combat global poverty and inequality 

- has a clear interest in what is happening in Belgium in the field of global health



Engagement in Working Groups

Planetary Health

- transdisciplinary networks are a fruitful mechanism for understanding and tackling the multiple 

effects of the climate crisis and environmental degradation impact on health (‘One Health’)

- such a complex issue needs to be tackled via transdisciplinary international groups

- sharing resources and information, and engaging in research, education, and programmes

- ‘Climate crisis is a health crisis’ 

- Be-cause health offers a flexible space for 

• convening a planetary health working group and contributing to better understanding, 

information, and action on climate and health in polycrisis and syndemic times

• technical exchanges and to facilitate joint initiatives

- since 2023, Sciensano’s One Health Coordinator participates in the Planetary Health WG.



Membership benefits

For Sciensano

- Communication, collaboration, 

coordination and capacity building in One 

Health context

- Reinforce inter-/multi/transdisciplinary 

networking at (inter)national level

- (Further) break down knowledge silos

- Further include environmental and climate 

aspects in One Health activities

For Be-cause health

- Collaboration with the Be One Health institute

- Access to top of the line expertise

• human health (incl. NCD)

• animal health

• environmental health

- Access to Sciensano’s network

• at the regional, federal, European and 

international level

• including scientists, policy makers, 

interdisciplinary research consortia and 

networks, private sector, …



Field of action & collaboration - BE



Field of action & collaboration - EU



Field of action & collaboration - GLOBAL



Research collaborations

Universities, institutions, hospitals, foundations & organisations

Some examples

And other partnerships

https://www.sciensano.be/fr/partners/universite-de-liege-ulg
https://www.sciensano.be/fr/partners/flemish-institute-technological-research-vito
https://www.sciensano.be/fr/partners/european-society-gynaecological-oncology-esgo
https://www.sciensano.be/fr/partners/french-national-institute-agricultural-research-inra
https://www.sciensano.be/fr/partners/domus-medica-dm
https://www.sciensano.be/fr/partners/faculty-chemistry-university-belgrade
https://www.sciensano.be/fr/partners/friedrich-loeffler-institut-fli
https://www.sciensano.be/fr/partners/erasme-hospital
https://www.sciensano.be/sites/default/files/styles/partner_logo/public/esf_logo.png?itok=W-v12UbW
https://www.sciensano.be/fr/partners/cliniques-universitaires-saint-luc-ucl
https://www.sciensano.be/fr/partners/institute-agricultural-and-fisheries-research-ilvo
https://www.sciensano.be/fr/partners/institute-tropical-medicine-itm
https://www.sciensano.be/fr/partners/ligue-des-usagers-des-services-de-sante-luss
https://www.sciensano.be/fr/partners/reasearch-institute-nature-and-forest-inbo
https://www.sciensano.be/fr/partners/societe-scientifique-de-medecine-generale-ssmg
https://www.sciensano.be/en/partners/suomen-mehilaishoitajain-liitto
https://www.sciensano.be/fr/partners/universiteit-antwerpen-ua
https://www.sciensano.be/fr/partners/walloon-agricultural-research-centre-cra-w
https://www.sciensano.be/fr/partners/uz-antwerpen
https://www.sciensano.be/fr/partners/vrije-universiteit-brussel-vub
https://www.sciensano.be/fr/partners/vlaamse-vereniging-voor-respiratoire-gezondheidszorg-en-tuberculosebestrijding
https://www.sciensano.be/fr/partners/federal-public-service-fps-economy-smes-self-employed-and-energy/statbel
https://www.sciensano.be/fr/projets/renforcer-la-capacite-des-gouvernements-et-des-chercheurs-dans-levaluation-des-politiques-publiques
https://www.sciensano.be/fr/partners/royal-meteorological-institute-belgium-rmi
https://www.sciensano.be/fr/partenaires/institut-belge-des-services-postaux-et-des-telecommunications
https://www.sciensano.be/fr/partners/universiteit-hasselt-uhasselt
https://www.sciensano.be/en/partners/fonds-des-affections-respiratoires-fares
https://www.sciensano.be/fr/partners/ku-leuven


Private sector

Private companies are also among our clients

• for batch releases or controls

• of vaccines, medicines, 

• chemical products, 

• foodstuffs, 

• containers and others

• Often due to a legal obligation

• Measures are taken to avoid potential conflicts of interest

Some examples



Additional information

One Health coordinator

Dominique.Vandekerchove@sciensano.be

Linking into

• https://www.sciensano.be/en

• Belgian Biodiversity Platform (BBPf)               

https://www.biodiversity.be/

• Belgian One Health (BeOH)

https://www.biodiversity.be/4033/

mailto:Dominique.Vandekerchove@sciensano.be
https://www.sciensano.be/en
https://www.biodiversity.be/
https://www.biodiversity.be/4033/

